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On-farm diversified uses: means uses that are secondary to the principal agricultural use of the 

property, and are limited in area. On-farm diversified uses include, but are not limited to, home 

occupations, home industries, agri-tourism uses, uses that produce value-added agricultural 

products, electricity generation facilities and transmission systems, and energy storage systems. 

Ground-mounted solar panels and wind turbines for personal use are only permitted in prime 

agricultural areas, including specialty crop areas, as on-farm diversified uses.  

Partial services: means 

(a) Municipal sewage services or private communal sewage services combined with 

individual on-site water services; or 

(b) Municipal water services or private communal water services combined with individual 

on-site sewage services.  

Petroleum resources: means oil, gas, and salt (extracted by solution mining method) and 

formation water resources which have been identified through exploration and verified by 

preliminary drilling or other forms of investigation. This may include sites of former operations 

where resources are still present or former sites that may be converted to underground storage 

for natural gas or other hydrocarbons.  

Prime agricultural area: means areas where prime agricultural lands predominate. This 

includes: areas of prime agricultural lands and associated Canada Land Inventory Class 4 

through 7 lands, and additional areas where there is a local concentration of farms which 

exhibit characteristics of ongoing agriculture. Prime agricultural areas may be identified by a 

municipality based on provincial guidance or informed by mapping obtained from the Province.  

Prime agricultural land: means specialty crop areas and/or Canada Land Inventory Class 1, 2, 

and 3 lands, as amended from time to time, in this order of priority for protection.  

Private communal sewage services: means a sewage works within the meaning of Section 1 of 

the Ontario Water Resources Act that serves six or more lots or private residences and is not 

owned by a municipality.  

Private communal water services: means a non-municipal drinking-water system within the 

meaning of Section 2 of the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002 that serves six or more lots or 

private residences.  

Public service facilities: means land, buildings and structures for the provision of programs and 

services provided or subsidized by a government or other body, such as social assistance, 

recreation, police and fire protection, health and educational programs, long-term care 

services, and cultural services. Public service facilities do not include infrastructure.  

Rail facilities: means rail corridors, rail sidings, train stations, inter-modal facilities, rail yards 

and associated uses, including designated lands for future rail facilities.  
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Redevelopment: means the creation of new units or lots on previously developed land in 

existing settlements, including brownfield sites.  

Rehabilitate: means, after extraction, to treat land so that the use or condition of the land is 

restored to its former use or condition, or is changed to another use or condition in accordance 

with applicable legislation. With respect to degraded natural features, means a combination of 

appropriate and acceptable structural and non-structural works which are intended to reduce 

damages, plus an allowance to address slope and unstable slope related conditions.  

Section 59 Notice: Refers to the requirements under Section 59 of the Clean Water Act, which 

requires issuance of a notice from the Municipality’s Risk Management Official before 

permitting an activity that is considered a restricted land use as identified in the Source 

Protection Plan.  

Sensitive land uses: means buildings, amenity areas, or outdoor spaces where routine or 
normal activities occurring at reasonably expected times would experience one or more 
adverse effects from operational emissions generated by a nearby rail facility. Sensitive land 
uses may be a part of the natural or built environment. Examples may include but are not 
limited to residences, daycare centers, educational and health facilities, playgrounds, sporting 
venues, public parks and trails, recreational areas, places of worship, community center, hotels, 
retirement residences, and long-term care homes, group residences, crisis center, and any uses 
that are sensitive to dust, odour, noise, and vibration emissions. 

Settlement area: means urban areas, community areas and hamlet areas within municipalities 

(such as cities, towns, villages and hamlets) that are: 

(a) Built up areas where development in concentrated and which have a mix of land uses; 

and 

(b) Lands which have been designated in the Official Plan for development over the long-

term planning horizon. In cases where land in designated growth areas is not available, 

the settlement area may be no larger than the area where development is 

concentrated.  

Serviced Urban Area: lands within the settlement area that have access to municipal water 

services and municipal sewage services.  

Shooting Range means a place that is designed or intended for the safe discharge, on a regular 

and structured basis, of firearms for the purpose of target practice or target shooting 

competitions. 

Significant Drinking Water Threat: means a drinking water threat that, according to a risk 

assessment, poses or has the potential to pose a significant risk. The Provincial Table of 

Drinking Water Threats: Clean Water Act, 2006 dated December 12, 2008 along with the 

vulnerability score in the Assessment report provides the basis for the risk assessment.   
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Significant Groundwater Recharge Area: means an area within which it is desirable to regulate 

or monitor drinking water threats that may affect the recharge of an aquifer.  

Site Alteration: means activities, such as grading, excavation and the placement of fill that 

would change the landform and natural vegetative characteristics of a site. 

Source Protection Plan: means a drinking water source protection plan prepared under the 

Clean Water Act, 2006. A Source Protection Plan contains policies to reduce the threats 

(identified in the Assessment Report) to drinking water sources.  

Specialty Crop Area: means areas within the agricultural land base designated based on 

provincial guidance. In these areas, specialty crops such as tender fruits (peaches, grapes, 

cherries, plums), other fruit crops, vegetable crops, greenhouse crops, and crops from 

agriculturally developed organic soil lands are predominantly grown, usually resulting from: 

(a) Soils that have suitability to produce specialty crops, or lands that are subject to special 

climatic conditions, or a combination of both; and/or 

(b) Farmers skilled in the production of specialty crops; and 

(c) A long-term investment of capital in areas such as crops, drainage, infrastructure and 

related facilities and services to produce, store, or process specialty crops.  

Surface Water Intake Protection Zone: means an area that is related to a surface water intake 

and within which it is desirable to regulate or monitor drinking water threats. (Ontario 

Regulation 287/07 under the Clean Water Act, 2006)  

Threatened Species: means a species that is listed or categorized as a "Threatened Species" on 

the official Species at Risk in Ontario (SARO) list, provided in the Endangered Species Act, 2007, 

as updated and amended from time to time.  

Vulnerable Area: means a significant groundwater recharge area, a highly vulnerable area, a 

wellhead protection area or a surface water intake protection zone.  

Watercourse: defined channel, having a bed and banks or sides, in which a flow of water 

regularly or continuously occurs. 

Waste Management System: means sites and facilities to accommodate solid waste from one 

or more municipalities, and includes recycling facilities, transfer stations, processing sites and 

disposal sites.  

Wayside Pit or Quarry: means a temporary pit or quarry opened and used by or tor a public 

authority solely for the purpose of a particular project or contract of road construction and not 

located on the road right- of-way.  

Wellhead Protection Area: means an area that is related to a wellhead and within which it is 

desirable to regulate to monitor drinking water threats.  
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Wetlands: means lands that: 

a) is seasonally or permanently covered by shallow water or has a water table close 

to or at its surface, 

b) directly contributes to the hydrological function of a watershed through 

connection with a surface watercourse, 

c) has hydric soils, the formation of which have been caused by the presence of 

abundant water, and 

d) has vegetation dominated by hydrophytic plants or water tolerant plants, the 

dominance of which have been favoured by the presence of abundant water. 

(“terre marécageuse”)  

The four major types of wetlands are swamps, marshes, bogs and fens. Periodically 

soaked or wet land used for agricultural purposes which no longer exhibits a wetland 

characteristic referred to in (c) or (d) above are not considered to be wetlands for 

the purposes of this definition. 

Wetland Functions: means the biological, physical, and socio-economic interactions that occur 

in an environment because of the properties of the wetlands that are present, including, but 

not limited to: 

(a) Groundwater recharge and discharge 

(b) Flood damage reduction 

(c) Shoreline stabilization 

(d) Sediment trapping 

(e) Nutrient retention and removal 

(f) Food chain support 

(g) Habitat for fish and wildlife 

(h) Attendant social and economic benefits. 
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