2020
Year in Review

Message from the Mayor
As 2020 draws to an end it is important that we look back at
the accomplishments we have made during this challenging year.
While the COVID-19 Pandemic brought the province to a halt in
March, we were able to pull together toward a common goal of
re-opening our province and our communities.
2020 has been a year of learning, adaptation, change and growth. Despite the immense
challenges created by the COVID-19 Pandemic, West Perth Council and Staff were able to
forge ahead on several important community projects including the construction of the
Henry St. Bridge, the new West Perth Fire Hall, and a new multi-use Tennis Court.
Additionally, we have continued to provide and improve services and programs.
Our focus has always been on the health and safety of our citizens, stakeholders, and staff
which resulted in a number of changes to continue Council business and the provision of
services and programs. Staff worked diligently to improve customer service throughout the
Pandemic by providing services over the phone, by email, and online.
When we reopened municipal offices we continued our focus on increasing service
accessibility to allow citizens and stakeholders to access services from the safety of their
homes.
West Perth Council quickly transitioned its Council meetings online to ensure the business
of Council remained open to the public and was uninterrupted by the Pandemic. As the
Municipality worked to return to normal operations, Boards and Committees moved their
meetings online as well.
I want to take this opportunity to thank the residents of West Perth for everything you have
done to stop the spread of COVID-19. We must continue to pull together as a community
and look out for one another. If we remain kind and patient – we will get through this
together.

Walter McKenzie,
Mayor

2020 Highlights
Bridging Mitchell's North End

A decade in the making, the Henry St. Bridge opened for public use on October 23, 2020 after 13
months of construction by general contractor McLean Taylor Construction from St. Mary's. This
project began with preliminary discussions back in 2006, and in 2008 West Perth Council appointed
a Steering Committee who initiated an Environmental Assessment process. This included public
consultations, a number of major studies, and cost estimates to consider four alternative options.
The committee then selected the Henry Street location as a Preliminary Preferred Alternative and
presented it to Council for acceptance.
The construction of the Henry St. Bridge connects the north end of Mitchell and will improve local
traffic while extending the useful life of the Huron/Ontario Road Bridge, therefore deferring the costs
of future maintenance and reconstruction. A pedestrian tunnel was built as part of the project which
creates a complete loop of the nature trail in Mitchell.

West Perth Fire Hall

DOMM Construction and Dawley Engineering have created a new home for your West Perth
firefighters that will serve the community for decades. The construction of the new West Perth Fire
Hall began on May 1, 2020 and was completed in December 2020. Visit our website or click here to
watch the construction in action.
The new station features four double-deep drive-through bays, a hose drying tower that
incorporates the Mitchell Post Office clock dating back to 1911 and bell from 1912 that was cast at
the Taylor Bell Foundry in Loughborough, England. Other features include a museum area for the
1921 and 1928 antique fire trucks, a radio room, offices for fire personnel, a kitchen, and a dualpurpose training room / permanent Emergency Operations Centre. The building design takes the
health and safety of the firefighters into account while improving the response capabilities of the
department. This design is proactive to the community's needs and is a significant asset to West
Perth.
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Ready your Racquets

With the construction of the new West Perth Fire Hall and the existing tennis court in need of repair,
Council approved the construction of a new West Perth Tennis Court in Veteran’s Park at the corner of
Wellington St. and Rowland St. The new West Perth Tennis Court was installed in 2020 and will debut
in 2021. The new tennis court also includes lines for the popular community sport pickleball. In addition
to the tennis court, seven sugar maple trees were planted on the property and the landscaping has been
prepared with a design for a proposed parkette in 2021.

Infrastructure Projects

Our Operations Department completed a busy year of infrastructure projects including the Toronto St.
West Reconstruction, Eleanor St. Reconstruction, Napier St. Repaving, St. George St. Resurfacing, and
rural asphalt resurfacing of Line 16 between Road 164 and Road 163, Line 26 between Road 183 to
Road 180, and Line 39 between Road 164 to Road 150.

Sense of Community
The Heritage & Culture Committee spearheaded the creation of community
signs for West Perth’s hamlets. This summer the hamlet signs were installed
outside of Bornholm, Brodhagen, Cromarty, Dublin, Fullarton, Mitchell, Staffa,
and Russeldale to create cohesive signage across the Municipality while
increasing the sense of community through West Perth as a whole.

West Perth Economic Development
Highlights of economic development activities in 2020 were outlined in a newsletter prepared by the West
Perth Economic Development Committee. The newsletter includes articles on residential and industrial
development projects, possible natural gas expansion to Monkton and highlights from Downtown Mitchell.
The newsletter can be viewed online or if you would like a copy mailed to you, please contact 519-3488429 Ext. 221 and request a copy.

2020 Grants

The Municipality of West Perth was the recipient of several grants which allowed for the completion
of various projects; including, but not limited to:
Safe Restart Funding for COVID-19 in the amount of $220,000.00
Safe Restart Funding for Transit in the amount of $16,000.00 for the Mobility Bus
Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund in the amount of $564,000.00 for the Toronto St.
W. Reconstruction
AMO Gas Tax in the amount of $268,000.00 which was allocated for the resurfacing of
Line 16
Connecting Links in the amount of $504,063.00 for the resurfacing of Highway 23/St.
George St.
Transitional Mitigation Payment in the amount of $15,000.00 to assist with 2016
property tax exemption for long-term care homes
Canada Summer Jobs Grant in the amount of $24,000.00 which created job
opportunities for youth in the recreation department
Municipal Modernization Program in the amount of $40,000.00 for the IT Master Plan
Provincial Transit Tax in the amount of $44,000.00 for the Mobility Bus

West Perth Public Library
After 23 years of dedicated service to the community, Caroline Shewburg retired from her position
as West Perth Public Library's CEO. Colleagues, patrons, and neighbours stopped by the library in
September to wish her well and to welcome the incoming CEO, Rosemary Minnella.
Despite the Library's closure due to the Pandemic during the spring and summer, the province's
annual Summer Reading Club was a great success in West Perth. Caregivers picked up themed
reading activities each week to enjoy at home with the children. In addition, downloadable materials
gained popularity during the closure as free and accessible resources, which required nothing but
the Internet and a library card. West Perth Public Library was happy to reopen in September,
offering computer access, partial open hours, and weekly take-home crafts and activities.

The Year of the Pivot
The COVID-19 Pandemic has fundamentally changed how government and businesses
operate. Your Municipality of West Perth Council and staff made a number of pivots and
adjustments to continue to provide services and programs safely and effectively to residents
and stakeholders.

Penalty Relief for Citizens
To provide residents and stakeholders with some relief and assistance in the initial stages of
the COVID-19 Pandemic, Council voted to temporarily waive the interest and penalties on
water bills and property taxes.

Council’s YouTube Debut

Council made its debut on YouTube at their April 20, 2020 Regular Council meeting. Council
adopted amendments to the Council and Committee Procedural By-law to permit electronic
participation by any or all Members of Council during a state of provincial or municipal
emergency. On July 27, 2020, Council extended these provisions for a period of one year
following the termination of the Provincial emergency or the termination of the municipal
emergency. Holding meetings electronically has allowed the Municipality to continue its
business in an open and accessible manner for citizens and to reduce the spread of
COVID-19.

Debit at the Landfill
On March 25, 2020, the Mitchell Domestic Landfill was
temporarily closed to reduce close contacts that could spread
COVID-19. Regular curbside collection continued and
contracts and commercial account holders were able to
access the landfill. Staff worked to introduce debit payments
and the Mitchell Domestic Landfill was able to re-open on
May 20, 2020 with contactless payment.

Supporting Local Eateries
The food and beverage industry was hit particularly
hard by the COVID-19 Pandemic. To support West
Perth’s food and beverage industry on June 15, 2020
Council endorsed the amendments to Reg. 719 of the
Liquor Licence Act which was enacted by the Alcohol
and Gaming Commission of Ontario on June 8, 2020.
These amendments supported liquor sales licensees in
temporarily extending their existing patios or creating
new patios. Additionally, Council permitted exemptions
to the Sidewalk Patio and Café By-law. These
exemptions included waiving the application deposit
and permitting the installation of temporary barriers
which allowed establishments to safely reopen their
patio or create a new patio space. The Clerk’s
Department and the By-law Officer worked to quickly
process applications to allow applicants to construct
their patios.

Expansion of Online Services
During the COVID-19 Pandemic, Municipal Staff worked diligently to ensure residents and
stakeholders had access to Municipal Services by providing important municipal information,
services, and payments online. Additions to online services this year include program
registration, facility rentals, marriage licence applications, e-Transfer payments, preauthorized payments for taxes and water, missed water meter reading submissions, and tax
certificate requests. The Municipality is committed to providing services online to give you the
ability to receive what you need, whenever you need it, wherever you are.

Recreation’s Restart
The Municipality of West Perth Recreation Department has
worked hard during the COVID-19 Pandemic to provide
recreation programming safely to residents. In July they were
able to open the West Perth Lions Pool and Splashpad using
increased safety measures. From the start of August to midSeptember, pickleball was offered at the West Perth Arena on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. At the beginning of October, a
number of skating programs began including, Parent & Tot
Skates, Adult Skates and Public Skates. All programs follow
increased cleaning protocols and include pre-registration to
ensure physical distancing guidelines are met.
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