
 

 

 

 

 

Message from Mayor Walter McKenzie on COVID-19 

March 17, 2020 

To the West Perth Community,  

These are very trying times for the residents of West Perth. Every single person in our 

community has been affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. Effects have been health 

related, economic challenges, anxiety over what the future holds, and uncertainty over 

how long social distancing and self isolation will occur. We have lost our ability to 

participate in the usual activities we enjoy whether it be a sports event, recreational 

activities, fellowship at clubs and organizations we belong to, church services, or just 

visiting with friends at community halls, restaurants, bars, or coffee shops. 

We need to support one another more now than ever before. The first priority for the 

Municipality of West Perth is the health and safety of our residents and staff. Everyone 

is affected by the COVID-19 outbreak and in times like these we need to support 

everyone in our community. We must be kind to one another and recognize the hard 

work of workers including front-line health care workers, emergency service personnel 

and, staff in our grocery stores and pharmacies, and the people who are planning and 

dealing with this pandemic for the long term. 

In the last week, the Municipality has taken a number of steps to focus on the health 

and safety of our residents and staff. As of March 16th, the Municipal Office, recreation 

facilities and halls, and the West Perth Public Library were closed to the public. At this 

time, Senior Staff made plans for the continuation of services with a priority on critical 

services. Municipal staff are available and conducting business during this time by 

phone and/or email. Appointments can be made for critical services by contacting the 

Municipal Office at 519-348-8429. We are following the advice of the Public Health 

Agency of Canada, the Ministry of Health, Huron Perth Public Health, and making 

decisions and setting priorities on the health and safety of our residents. Dr. Miriam 

Klassen at Huron Perth Public Health along with her staff and other professionals in the 

health field are providing exceptional advice for us to follow for which we are greatly 

appreciative of.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

The Municipality’s Emergency Management Control Group has met to ensure that West 

Perth is mitigating current risks and planning for the evolution of this situation. We have 

had conversations with the Minister Steven Clark of Municipal Affairs and Housing and 

Deputy Premier Elliott as well as an update from Dr. David Williams, Ontario's Chief 

Medical Officer of Health. 

Council has made the decision to cancel all committee meetings until further notice and 

has taken action to allow for the continuation of Municipal business. To further support 

our residents during this difficult time, Council has decided to waive any further late fees 

and penalties incurred as of March 16th for Municipal payments for water and taxes until 

further notification. West Perth is committed to working with our ratepayers to help 

alleviate possible financial hardship.  

West Perth will get through this by supporting each other, offering help to our 

neighbours and following the advice of our trusted medical community. I encourage you 

to rise up and support one another. If you have neighbours, friends, or elderly family 

please check on or offer assistance in getting supplies or medications. Finally, consider 

any actions you can take to personally support our community and assist those in need. 

It is important that we do our part by washing our hands, staying at home, and taking 

care of one another.  

The Municipality will continue to assess the situation as it evolves and will provide 

updates through our website at www.westperth.com/covid-19. The Municipality 

encourages residents to seek information from trusted sources such as Public Health 

Agency of Canada, The Ministry of Health and Huron Perth Public Health.  

Thank you 

Mayor Walter McKenzie 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health.html 

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/ 

https://www.hpph.ca/en/index.aspx 

http://www.westperth.com/covid-19
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health.html
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/
https://www.hpph.ca/en/index.aspx

